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Thomas  E.  Stephens 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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NEW  PAINTING 
OF  LINCOLN  IN 
STATE1IBRARY 

Work   of   English    Artist    !s 

Publicly  Shown  for  First 

Time  Here 

A  life-sized  oil  portrait  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  which  critics  consider  one  of 
the  finest  representations  yet  ac- 
complished, has  just  been  placed  on 
exhibition  at  the  Illinois  State  His- 
torical library.  The  portrait  is  the 
work  of  TjigmajL E.  Stephens  of  New 
York  CityTand  wilFBe  exhibited  here 
until  about  September  1st.  This  is 
the  first  time  it  has  been  shown  pub- 
licly. 

The  portrait  shows  Lincoln  as  he 
appeared  midway  through  his  first 
term  in  the  presidency,  the  artist 
having  used  the  famous  photograph 
which  Alexander  Gardner  made  in 
1863  for  his  study  of  the  face  and 
head.  The  figure  is  seated,  with 
hands  resting  on  the  arms  of  the 
chair.  Serenity  and  strength  are  the 
dominant  characteristics  of  the 
portrait. 

Mr.  Stephens,  who  supervised  the 
hanging  of  his  portrait  here  yester- 
day, commented  on  the  fact  that 
sculptors  have  created  numerous 
statues  of  Lincoln  which  rank  as 
great  works  of  art,  but  that  few 
painters  have  succeeded  in  portraying 
him  adequately.  "This  is  all  the  more 
strange,"  he  said,  "when  one  con- 
siders that  the  sculptor  is  unable  to 
reproduce  the  eyes,  the  most  vital 
feature  in  any  countenance." 

Thomas  E.  Stephens  is  an  English 
portrait  painter  who  came  to  the 
United  States  four  years  ago  and  in- 
tends to  reside  permanently  in  this 


country.  He  became  interested  in 
painting  Lincoln  through  contact 
with  Lincoln  collectors  in  New  York 
City — notably  Frederick  H.  Meserve, 
who  possesses  an  outstanding  collec- 
tion of  Lincoln  photographs  which 
has  been  of  great  help  to  him. 

"The  face  of  Lincoln,"  Mr.  Stephens 
said,  "contains  all  the  qualities  which 
portrait  painters  find  most  difficult 
to  portray.  He  is  the  most  difficult 
subject  I  have  ever  attempted,  but 
at  the  same  time  the  most  fas- 
cinating." The  artist  added  that  he 
would  welcome  any  criticisms  which 
the  people  of  Springfield  care  to 
make,  for  they  would  be  valuable  in 
future  studies.  He  is  now  working  on 
two  other  Lincoln  pictures,  and  ex- 
pects to  do  still  others  in  the  future. 

The  Lincoln  portrait  has  been 
hung  in  the  Lincoln  room  at  the 
historical  library  among  a  notable 
selection  of  Lincoln  pictures,  prints 
and  cartoons.  Large  numbers  passing 
to  and  from  the  Century  of  Progress 
are  visiting  this  noteworthy  exhibit. 
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